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Plagiarism (UK) / Plagiat (F) 
« Plagiarism is defined in dictionaries 
as the "wrongful appropriation," "close 
imitation," or "purloining and 
publication" of another author's 
"language, thoughts, ideas, or 
expressions. »

« Le plagiat consiste à s'inspirer d'un 
modèle que l'on omet délibérément ou 
par négligence de désigner. Le 
plagiaire est celui qui s'approprie 
frauduleusement le style, les idées, ou 
les faits. »

« In the 1st century, the use of the Latin 
word plagiarius (literally kidnapper), to 
denote someone stealing someone 
else's work »

Sources :
UK : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism
Fr : http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiat http://www.arretsurimages.net/media/breve/s121/id12094/

original.41267.png



Accepted Plagiarism

Léonard de Vinci (1452-1519)
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Mona_Lisa,_by_Leonardo_da_Vinci,_from_C2RMF_retou

ched.jpg

Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marcel_Duchamp_Mona_Lisa_LHOOQ.jpg



Auto-Plagiarism

« I didn't write the book report. I 
downloaded and printed it directly 
from the Internet, but I did collate 
and staple it myself. » 

http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/p/plagiarism.asp

« I didn't write the report. I printed it 
directly from the Internet, but I did 
all of the stapling and collating 
myself. » 



Plagiarism, a Persistent Plague 
« Plagiarism is probably 
one of the most 
misunderstood elements 
of scholarship. While 
everyone recognizes the 
evil of copying the work of 
another word for word, 
the consensus readily 
dissolves when 
discussions turn towards 
less egregious forms of 
"borrowing." 

Plagiarism is a big business, even in 
Science 

Source : http://sociology.camden.rutgers.edu/jfm/plagiarism/plagiarism-jfm.htm#citations

Image : http://www.telerama.fr/medias/le-plagiat-pratique-honteuse-mais-contagieuse-du-journalisme,73034.php



Vade-Mecum on the Web !
How to Plagiarize Papers Off the Internet
by Maria Stroffolino
Engl 391, Fall 1996
University of Maryland, University College

« Your paper for your history class is due tomorrow and you 
haven't even started it. You had every intention of writing 
the paper yourself, but now it's too late. You could ask the 
teacher for an extension and finish the paper late, but now, 
thanks to the Internet, you don't have to. You can join the 
expanding ranks of people who are shamelessly 
plagiarizing papers off the Internet. »

Source : http://www.britecloth.com/maria/plagiarize.html
http://sociology.camden.rutgers.edu/jfm/plagiarism/plagiarism-jfm.htm#citations



« What’s Up Doc? »

http://www.compilatio.net/files/080521_sixdegres-univ-barcelona_univ-zaragoza_enquete-plagiat.pdf



Cut & Paste (UK) / Copier-Coller (F) 

9 students out of 10 (93,9 %) declared 
using “Cut & Paste” ! (2008)

http://www.compilatio.net/files/080521_sixdegres-univ-barcelona_univ-
zaragoza_enquete-plagiat.pdf

http://blog.protectwhatsinside.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/cut-paste.jpg



Plagiarism among Students

9 out of 10 
students use 
Internet to 
document 
themselves 
(2008)

http://edc.carleton.ca/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2008/06/061013_internet_citing1.gif

http://edc.carleton.ca/blog/index.php/2008/06/18/searching-for-plagiarism-
part-2-of-2/

Question : « Selon vous, quelles sont les principales sources de 
documentations utilisées par vos étudiants pour la rédaction de 
leurs travaux universitaires ? » (3 maximum) (What are the 
main sources of documentation used by students in order 
to write their university report)

Source : 
http://www.compilatio.net/files/08
0521_sixdegres-univ-
barcelona_univ-
zaragoza_enquete-plagiat.pdf



Plagiarism among Students

9 reports out of 
10 (91,9%) 
contain at 
least one 
identical part 
copied from 
the internet. 
(2008)

Question : « Parmi tous les travaux que vous rendez, combien contiennent au moins un passage 
copié sur Internet ? » (How many of your reports contain at least one part copied from internet)

Source : http://www.compilatio.net/files/080521_sixdegres-univ-barcelona_univ-zaragoza_enquete-plagiat.pdf



Causes of Plagiarism

Source : http://www.compilatio.net/files/080521_sixdegres-univ-barcelona_univ-zaragoza_enquete-plagiat.pdf

Question : Pourquoi recourez-vous au “copier-coller” ? (3 réponses maximum) (Why do you use cut-
and-paste)



Plagiarism : Toward a label ?
« Les écoles et universités qui affichent le 

sigle "ENGAGEMENT 
D'EXCELLENCE" sur leur site ont à 
coeur d'assurer des formations de 
haut niveau dans leur domaine.

Au sein de ces formations, la remise d'un 
travail écrit répond à des exigences 
pédagogiques strictes telles que :

1. la capacité d'appréciation d'une 
problématique 

2. la recherche documentaire 
3. l'acquisition des informations 
4. la structuration des informations 
5. la production et la restitution écrite de 

connaissances 

En choisissant COMPILATIO.NET, écoles 
et universités bénéficient d'un outil leur 
permettant de mener une action aussi 
efficace en terme de prévention, de 
dissuasion que de répression du 
"copier-coller" sur Internet. »

Source 
http://www.compilatio.net/engagement-
internet-sans-plagiat.php



Scientific Production

Published Items in Each Year 

Topic=(plagiarism)

1597 references between 1899-2011, of which 883 (46%) since 
2005 (dated August 31, 2011) 

Source : ISI Web of Knowledge © Thomson Reuters

Citations in Each Year 



Plagiarism in Science : 
Many thanks to the Internet !

NATURE, May 2005

« We’re hearing about it more frequently from editors »

« The extent of the problem is hard to assess »

« This may not be representative of basic research, but no rigorous,  
multidisciplinary study has ever been conducted. »



Plagiarism in Science : 
The Hunting Season is Open !

SCIENCE, 22 May 2009, VOL 324, pp 1004-1007.



Plagiarism in Medical Science ?

Web of Science © Thomson 
Reuters
– Topic=(plagiarism AND 

medical)
– Between 1980-2011 :

• 54 articles

2 Articles to read

• How many scientists fabricate 
and falsify research? A 
systematic review and meta-
analysis of survey. Fanelli, 
Plos One, 6 January 
2009.doi:10.1371/journal.pone.00
05738 (Cited 36 times)

• Responding to Possible 
Plagiarism. Long et al. Science 
2009, 323 6 arch 2009

Published Items in Each Year 

Citations in Each Year 

Source : ISI Web of Knowledge, 26 Sept 2011



Fabrication + Falsification + Modification = 
Misconduct

Citation: PLoS ONE 4(5): e5738. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0005738

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0005738



1. « 9120 entries in Déjà vu with high levels of citation 
similarity and no overlapping authors » ; 212 pairs of 
articles with potential plagiarism.

2. « Further, 71.4% of the manuscript pairs shared at 
least one highly similar or identical table or figure. Of 
the 212 duplicates, 42% also contained incorrect 
calculations, data inconsistencies, and reproduced or 
manipulated photographs. »



How Do Editors and Publishers 
React to Plagiarism?

3. “There has been a paucity of literature examining the 
reactions of stakeholders (both victims and 
perpetrators) when confronted with evidence of 
possible misconduct.”

4. “22% were from coauthors claiming no involvement in 
the writing of the manuscript. An additional 17% 
claimed they were unaware that their names appeared 
on the article in question.”

5. Retractions « do not propagate back to MEDLINE » and 
« researchers and clinicians may never become aware 
of an article’s retracted status »



Does it Really Matter ?

6. “A large portion of the duplicates were published in low-
profile journals.”

7. “we found that original publications were cited 28 times
on average, whereas their corresponding duplicates
were cited only twice.” 

BUT “the duplicate article was cited at least as 
often as the original publication”



How Do Editors and Publishers 
Respond to Plagiarism?

8. « The majority of these editors showed deep concern
and were open to any helpful suggestions or 
recommendations». 

9. « Some apparently do not want to deal with the added 
stress of conducting a thorough investigation.”

10. “journal editors, many of whom are distinguished 
scientists themselves, must not merely trust in, 

but also verify the originality of the 
manuscripts they publish”



A Big Cleaning is Needed, but…



How Detect Plagiarism ?
A good knowledge of the litterature
software arXiv: physics, maths, 
informatics, non linear science and 
quantitative science

Source : 
http://www.math.columbia.edu/~woit/wordpress/?p=590



HELP ! 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3/

http://spore.vbi.vt.edu/dejavu/



http://Ithenticate.com

http://turnitin.com

http://crossref.org



« Canada Dry » Syndrome 

« Ça ressemble à 
l’alcool, c’est doré 
comme l’alcool… 
mais ce n’est pas de 
l’alcool »

« It looks like Science, 
formated as Science, 
… but it is not 
Science. »

Source : http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_Dry



A Study Example

Image : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/You%27ve_Got_Mail



The submitted ms was a false one

• It was the copy of this article:

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1523-1739.2006.00590.x/full



Détected using eTBLAST - http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3/
Score: 2586.95 Ratio:0.98 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3/search/details?db=MEDLINE&docid=2390529&queryid=6452133



Study Sites
Forget & Jansen (2007)

Pangou et al. (submitted to IJBC, 2011) (table size has been adapted)



Results
Forget & Jansen (2007) Pangou et al. (submitted to IJBC, 2011)

Figure 2. Proportion of seeds dispersed as a function of 
crop size for B. toxisperma trees in hunted areas (filled 
circles, solid lines) and protected areas (open circles, 
broken lines) in years of high (a and c) and low fruit 
abundance (b and d). […]



Conclusion
Forget & Jansen (2007)

“The subsistence hunting that
usually accompanies seed
extraction is at the cost of seed
dispersal and may contribute to
recruitment failure of these non-
timber forest products. Seed
extraction from natural
populations may less affect
seedling recruitment and
therefore be more sustainable if
accompanied by measures
adequately incorporating and
protecting seed dispersers. To
conclude, the decline of wild
herbivores - even if small - does
threaten the long-term survival of
the commercial tree species.”

Pangou et al. (submitted to IJBC, 2011)



IJBC Editor’s Answer to the Author
E-mail from the Editor of IJBC to the first Author dated Tue, 23 Aug 2011 11:03:23 +0100 

[12:03:23 CEST]

“Dear Dr. Pangou,

We wish to inform you that a decision has been reached by the International Journal of 
Biodiversity and Conservation (IJBC) to remove the article with title 'Impact of swell 
hunting disperser animals on seedling recruitment of tree Baillonella 
toxisperma Pierre in the rain forests of Congo' and manuscript number IJBC-11-
188 from our data base. We have been reliably informed that the entire article was 
plagiarize as seen in the link below http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1523-
1739.2006.00590.x/full

The article is hereby withdrawn from our data base.

Regards,
Tega Dedevwo
Editorial assistant,
International Journal of Biodiversity and Conservation (IJBC).



The « Author » 



http://retractionwatch.wordpress.com/2012/03/08/plagiaris
m-leads-to-seven-retractions-and-counting-in-the-

conservation-literature/#more-6781



The thorough investigation 
Pierre-Michel Forget (MNHN)

• Material
– One computer with a good internet connection
– Google ® 

• Pangou SV or Pangou Serge Valentin
– ISI Web of Knowledge ® Thomson Reuters

• « Pangou OR Pangou Serge Valentin»
– Access to on-line journals thru MNHN library & BiblioVie (CNRS)

• Method
– Several hours per day of intensive search on the web, and 

readings.
– Manual/visual comparison of documents



Results : Citations in ISI Web of Knowledge ® 
Thomson Reuters (available dated 09 July 2012)

• Title: Evaluation of seed rain from remnant trees in fields for food crops in the tropical wet forest of 
Mayombe (Central Congo) 
Author(s): Pangou Valentin Serge; Zassi-Boulou Ange Ghislain; Bouki Theophile; et al.
Source: CANDOLLEA Volume: 64 Issue: 2 Pages: 219-235 Published: 2009 
Times Cited: 0 (from Web of Science)

• Title: Effects of temperature and water potential on germination of Entandrophragma cylindricum 
(Sprague) seeds of different provenances 
Author(s): Pangou S. V.; De Zoysa N.; Tsouboula M. L.; et al.
Source: SEED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY Volume: 36 Issue: 2 Pages: 462-
466 Published: 2008 
Times Cited: 0 (from Web of Science) 

• Title: Characteristic of natural regeneration of Aucoumea klaineana (Pierre) in Mayombe rain 
forest, southern Congo 
Author(s): Pangou Serge Valentin; Lechon Gema; Bouki Theophile; et al.
Source: AFRICAN JOURNAL OF ECOLOGY Volume: 45 Issue: 2 Pages: 156-164 DOI: 
10.1111/j.1365-2028.2006.00690.x Published: JUN 2007 
Times Cited: 0 (from Web of Science) 

• Title: Seed storage behaviour of three tropical tree species from Congo (Africa) 
Author(s): Pangou S. V.; De Zoysa N.; Maury-Lechon G.
Source: SEED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY Volume: 34 Issue: 3 Pages: 765-
770 Published: 2006 
Times Cited: 0 (from Web of Science) 



http://interesjournals.org/IRJPS/Contents/2011%20Content/May.htm

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308814610016328



Carapa vs. Allanblackia

http://berniceagyekwena.wordpress.com/tag/allanbl
ackia/

© P.-M. Forget



Carapa vs. Allanblackia

Rwanda, Ph D Aisha 
Nyiramana, MNHN. 

Photo © Nyiramana, A.
Source : Evidence for Seed Dispersal 

by Rodents in Tropical Montane 
Forest in Africa. Biotropica 
43(6)654–657

Tanzania, Ph D.  Carrie 
Seltzer, Univ. Chicago

http://www.ruffordsmallgrant
s.org/rsg/projects/carrie_s
eltzer



Alcantana (2011) vs. Pangou et al. (2011)

http://interesjournals.org/IRJPS/Con
tents/2011%20Content/May.htm

http://www.sciencedirect.com/scienc
e/article/pii/S0308814610016328



http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=100033

http://www.ville-ge.ch/cjb/publications_candollea_642.php



Carrière et al. (1999, 2002) vs. Pangou et al. (2009)

Carrière (1999). "LES ORPHELINS DE LA FORET« Influence 
de l’agriculture itinérante sur brûlis des Ntumu et des 
pratiques agricoles associées sur la dynamique forestière 
du sud Cameroun. Thèse de doctorat, Montpellier II.



Jésel, S. Thèse Univ Pierre et Marie Curie (2005)

http://interesjournals.org/IRJPS/Pdf/2011/March/Pangou%20and%20Bouki.pdf

http://bib.rilk.com/2989/01/05-_Chap._2_-_Ph%C3%A9nologie_de_la_reproduction.pdf



Jesel (2005) vs Pangou et al. 2011



Jesel (2005) vs Pangou et al. 2011



Fake –True References
Koyo P & Binguila J. (1994). Evolution spatiale des agrégats du Padouk (Pterocarpus soyauxii, 

Fabaceae) dans la forêt à légumineuse de Dimonika, Mayombe, Congo. Acta Botanica Gallica
141(3): 351-359. FAKE

Kokou, K. (1994) Evolution spatiale des agrégats d'Angélique de Guyane (Dicorynia guianensis) sur 
le dispositif d'étude "forêt naturelle" de Paracou en Guyane française. Acta botanica gallica, 
Vol.141 (3), p. 351-359. TRUE

Bibila AR, Makosso AZ and Tathy JC (2006). Domestication of Carapa procera: Amenability to 
vegetative propagation. Forest Ecology and Management 237: 246-251. FAKE

Atangana, A.R., Z. Tchoundjeu, E.K. Asaah, A.J. Simons, and D.P. Khasa 2006. Domestication of 
Allanblackia floribunda: Amenability to vegetative propagation. Forest Ecology and Management 
237: 246-251. TRUE 

Bongou V, Chistopher C (1989). Impact of road side agriculture on subsistence hunting in 
the rainforests of Congo. Amer. J. Phys. Anthrop. 1989, 78, 485-494. FAKE

Wilkie, DS (1989). Impact of roadside agriculture on subsistence hunting in the Ituri forest of 
northeastern Zaire. American Journal of Physical Anthropology, 78, 485-494. TRUE



Vegetation and the natural regeneration 
in Mayombe rain forest southern Congo. 
Pangou VS, De Zoysa N, Bouki T 
Scientia. 89, 2007, 1852-1859.
Not found on line 
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Figure 1. Density of tree and shrub
species at Sigiriya and Gallinda high
forests with 95% confidence limits;

Vegetation and the regeneration of moist 
deciduous forests at Sigiriya, Sri Lanka, 
by G. A. D.  Perera (2002)
http://www.pdn.ac.lk/socs/botanysoc/veg
etation%20and%20the%20regeneration.
doc

Figure 1. Situation of the Mayombe rainforest, SW Congo, Africa

Perera (2002) vs. Pangou et al. (2007)

Figure 2. Density of tree and shrub 
species at Dimonika and Les Saras high 
forests with 95% confidence limits.



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2028.2006.00690.x/full

http://cat.inist.fr/?aModele=afficheN&cpsidt=955008



González-Martínez et al. (2001) vs. Pangou et al. (2006)

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2028.2006.00690.x/full



Carrière et al. (1999, 2002) vs. Pangou et al. (2009)

http://www.ville-ge.ch/cjb/publications_candollea_642.php



RETRACTIONS



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2028.2006.00690.x/abstract



http://www.scirp.org/Journal/PaperInformation.aspx?paperID=7594



Deleted Article (pp. 150-164)



Recent retractions
(mail dated 06 July & 17 September 2012)

Dear Dr. Forget, I am writing to let you know that we are indeed going to retract two papers from Seed 
Science and Technology, which were first-authored by S.V. Pangou. The retraction notice will appear 
in the next issue (40-2), which will be published within a few weeks. Thank you for bringing this case of 
plagiarism to our attention. 
The retraction statement was included in the print version of issue 40-2 (July 2012), but there has 
been a delay showing the retraction statement online. It still has not appeared (at least not when I 
check), although the two Pangou articles are now marked as RETRACTED from their respective on-
line issues.
Yours sincerely, Fiona R. Hay PhD Chief Editor Seed Science and Technology Tel: +63 (2) 580 5600 
ext. 2811 E-mail: sst@ista.ch



http://www.sciencemag.org/content/335/6073/1157.summa
ry





Further Readings

Internet: Fraude et déontologie selon les acteurs 
universitaires
http://responsable.unige.ch/index.php

« Ce site est dédié aux professeurs, étudiants et 
dirigeants d'établissements universitaires qui 
refusent de fermer les yeux sur la fraude pratiquée 
via Internet et découlant du plagiat de mémoires, 
de thèses, d'articles de recherche et de livres 
académiques » 



Thank you


